German 694 (GEC)
Required Components for a GEC Course Proposal Packet

1) GEC Summary Sheet 

(To be submitted through the Electronic Course Approval [ECA] system) 
2) Brief statement identifying which of the general principles of the GEC will be addressed through the course (see ASC Model Curriculum) 

This course, German 694, fulfills GEC Categories 2. C. Breadth, Arts and Humanities (3) Cultures and Ideas and 4. Diversity (2) International Issues - Western (Non-United States) 
GEC Expected Learning Outcomes

2. C. Breadth, Arts and Humanities (3) Cultures and Ideas 

Goals: 
Students evaluate significant writing and works of art.  Such studies develop capacities for aesthetic and historical response and judgment; interpretation and evaluation; critical 

listening, reading, seeing, thinking, and writing; and experiencing the arts and reflecting on that experience. 
Expected Learning Outcomes: 
1. Students develop abilities to be informed observers of, or active participants in, the 

visual, spatial, performing, spoken, or literary arts. 

2. Students develop an understanding of the foundations of human beliefs, the nature 

of reality, and the norms that guide human behavior. 

3. Students examine and interpret how the human condition and human values are 

explored through works of art and humanistic writings. 
(3) Cultures and Ideas Expected Learning Outcomes: 
1. Students develop abilities to analyze, appreciate, and interpret major forms of human 

thought and expression. 

2. Students develop abilities to understand how ideas influence the character of human 

beliefs, the perception of reality, and the norms which guide human behavior. 

4. Diversity (2) International Issues - Western (Non-United States) 
Goals: 
International Issues coursework helps students become educated, productive, and 

principled citizens of their nation and an increasingly globalized world.  
Expected Learning Outcomes: 
1. Students exhibit an understanding of some combination of political, economic, 

cultural, physical, social, and philosophical differences in or among the world's 

nations, peoples and cultures outside the US. 

2. Students are able to describe, analyze and critically evaluate the roles of 

categories such as race, gender, class, ethnicity, national origin and religion as 

they relate to international/global institutions, issues, cultures and citizenship.  

3. Students recognize the role of national and international diversity in shaping their 

own attitudes and values as global citizens.  

3) Rationale which answers the questions below with reference to the syllabus, written for faculty review members who are not familiar with the discipline of this course
3 a) How do the course goals address the general and specific expected learning outcomes above? 

German 694 will satisfy the stated Learning Goals and Learning Objectives in the following ways:

I. GEC-category 2. C. Breadth, Arts and Humanities (3) Cultures and Ideas 

Goals: 
Students evaluate significant writing and works of art.  Such studies develop capacities for aesthetic and historical response and judgment; interpretation and evaluation; critical listening, reading, seeing, thinking, and writing; and experiencing the arts and reflecting on that experience. 

Students will improve their proficiency in analyzing, interpreting, and critically evaluating crucial philosophical, essayistic, and literary texts, with respect to their content, form, and historical contexts.  The focus of the analyses will center on the conceptualization and representation of the changing relationships between religion and society in a modern world.  Students will also explore the impact that ideas can have on social reality. 

General Expected Learning Outcomes (2. C. Breadth): 
1. Students develop abilities to be informed observers of, or active participants in, the visual, spatial, performing, spoken, or literary arts. 

Students will discuss only one strictly speaking literary text, Theodor Herzl’s novel Old New Land.  However, they will be encouraged and taught to analyze also theoretical texts both with respect to their arguments and to their rhetorical and literary characteristics (i.e. the metaphors in Kant’s philosophical treatise or the irony in Schleiermacher’s speeches on religion).  Some of the short writing assignments will contain questions specifically about the representational character of the readings.

2. Students develop an understanding of the foundations of human beliefs, the nature of reality, and the norms that guide human behavior. 

The readings discussed in this course show how certain beliefs that are widely held today had already been formulated in similar ways many years ago.  An example for such a belief would be Kant’s Enlightenment ideal of freedom in scholarship, which also guides contemporary notions of teaching and research.  Furthermore, students will learn how different intellectuals perceived and interpreted reality, by discussing, for example, why Kant believed that his contemporaries lacked not only freedom of thought, but also the courage to practice it.  The course will also explore how norms can influence human behavior, by exploring, for instance, how the idea of communism led—and in countries like China still leads today—to the suppression of free thought and religious practice.
3. Students examine and interpret how the human condition and human values are explored through works of art and humanistic writings. 

Students will explore how different German and German-Jewish authors have defined the social functions of religion since the Enlightenment radically called into question all religious beliefs and practices.  Over the course of the quarter, students will learn to interpret different judgments about the human condition and various expressions of human values with respect to religion. For instance, students will discuss Schleiermacher’s Romantic belief that religious feelings of the “infinite” are an essential and neglected part of human existence, as well as Freud’s claim, developed only 100 years later, that religion is a neurotic and dangerous obsession that needs to be cured—a statement that could not have been published in Germany of the early 19th century.

Specific Expected Learning Outcomes (3. Cultures and Ideas): 
1. Students develop abilities to analyze, appreciate, and interpret major forms of human thought and expression. 

The course will develop students’ capacities to critically analyze, interpret, and discuss significant philosophical, theoretical, and literary texts by German and German-Jewish authors, with respect to the relationship between religion and society.  

2. Students develop abilities to understand how ideas influence the character of human beliefs, the perception of reality, and the norms which guide human behavior. 

See General Expected Learning Outcome 2 (Students develop an understanding of the foundations of human beliefs, the nature of reality, and the norms that guide human behavior). 

II. GEC-category 4. Diversity (2) International Issues - Western (Non-United States) 
Goals: 
International Issues coursework helps students become educated, productive, and principled citizens of their nation and an increasingly globalized world.  

· Students will learn to analyze, interpret, and critically evaluate from various cultural and religious perspectives ways in which influential modern German, German-Jewish, and European authors have conceived of the relationship between religion and secularization.  They will also learn to investigate and discuss the possible significance of those ideas for contemporary societies around the world.

· Students will explore past and current religious, cultural, and political conflicts and conflict resolutions, focusing on, but not limited to the relationships among secular, Christian, Jewish, and Muslim citizens and immigrants in German-speaking countries. 

· Students will improve their ability to communicate effectively, critically, and respectfully about various historical perspectives on religion and its changing roles in modern societies.

Expected Learning Outcomes (4. Diversity): 
1. Students exhibit an understanding of some combination of political, economic, 

cultural, physical, social, and philosophical differences in or among the world's 

nations, peoples and cultures outside the US. 

In this course, students will learn about different and, in some cases, contrasting views of the role that religion plays and/or should play a modern society.  They will also gain insight into the historical, social, political, cultural, and intellectual contexts that shape those views and, which, later, may have been impacted by these ideas in return. Students will critically analyze how German and German-Jewish intellectuals and authors have conceived of the relationship between religion and society from the Enlightenment to the present, as well as discuss the possible implications of these ideas for today’s societies in Germany, Europe, the U.S., and around the world.  

A critical investigation of Marx’s explanations for the different functions of religion in the U.S. and in Germany, for instance, may lead students to explore the validity of his observations and arguments for contemporary American and German societies.  Marx seems to be right in pointing out the more private character of religion in the U.S., which might be at least partly responsible for the greater number of religious and spiritual affiliations that exist in America, compared with Germany, where state and church have traditionally been more strongly intertwined.  At the same time, the stronger connection between state and church in Germany may also have played a part in the more secular character of the country’s religions today, where questions such as the teaching of evolution in schools is not a controversial issue, unlike in the United States.  Marx does not explain all those differences—one would, for example, also need to discuss the impact that the Holocaust and its memory had on the current role of religion in Germany, but the philosopher’s ideas could provide a starting point for their exploration both in class and in the research papers. 

2. Students are able to describe, analyze and critically evaluate the roles of 
categories such as race, gender, class, ethnicity, national origin and religion as 

they relate to international/global institutions, issues, cultures and citizenship.  

In this course, students will explore how different writers conceive of religion in a way that is shaped by their specific historical and cultural contexts.  For instance, Theodor Herzl’s religious-national concept of Zionism is influenced both by the anti-Semitism in late 19th century Austria and by his own early fascination with a growing Germanic nationalism.  

In their oral presentations, class discussions, as well as in their research papers, students will also explore contemporary international religious and religious-secular conflicts with respect to their respective political, national, and cultural backgrounds.  Students might, for instance, analyze the debates about the planned and recently approved “central mosque” in Cologne, Germany, and compare those debates with similar discussions happening in Ohio.
3. Students recognize the role of national and international diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values as global citizens.  

In this course, students will analyze and discuss the influences that national and international diversity is exerting on their own attitudes and values, for instance, by exploring the impact that past conflicts have had on their views of the religions and cultures involved.  Thus, students might examine how learning about the Holocaust in high school, college or at the university has shaped their views of Germany and Israel respectively, as well as their ideas about humanity and human values.  Another point of discussion could be the way that the September 11 attacks have influenced people’s ideas about Islam. 
3 b) How do the assigned readings address the general and specific expected learning outcomes above? 

(Bibliographic information is sometimes not enough for faculty outside the discipline to determine the content and relevance of texts to a specific course.) 
In this course, students will analyze and critically evaluate within the framework of the authors’ respective historical and intellectual contexts, influential works by Enlightenment and post-Enlightenment German and German-Jewish authors who aim to reformulate and reform traditional notions of religion or who criticize religion and even demand its complete abolishment, in accordance.  We will also explore these works with regard to contemporary discussions about the relationship between religion and society that the students will introduce in their oral presentations. 

For instance, students will examine Kant’s claim that all religions are, in principle, based on the same universal moral.  The problems in Kant’s account of a universal religion help students explain, at least in part, why his still common idea that all religions are basically the same does not help to solve all religious conflict.  Because Kant cannot explain the exact nature of this basic moral sense of right and wrong or where it is located—it remains fundamentally inaccessible.  Hence, it seems impossible to find an answer to the question of what the right moral sense is in the question of abortion.  German philosopher Jürgen Habermas would disagree: Two hundred years after Kant, Habermas—whose writings will be discussed at the end of this course—develops a similar notion of shared universal human values.  However, he believes to have found a practical way of making those values accessible: by translating religious discourse into a common rational language that everyone understands.  As an example he cites how both religious and secular notions of freedom can be used to argue against the genetic modification of human embryos.  How successful such reconciliation efforts between different value systems can be and what kind of language practices and social institutions they require, is one of the questions to be discussed in this course. 
3 c) How do course topics address the general and specific expected learning outcomes above? 

The theoretical, historical, and contemporary topics discussed in this course are suggested by the readings, which will be explored in chronological order, enabling students to recognize the historical development of German and German-Jewish thought on question of religion and secularization.  Students will examine how different authors’ beliefs about religion and its relationship to modern society are influenced by particular historical and intellectual circumstances, and they will investigate how these beliefs, in turn, have influenced the ways in which people view the social functions of spirituality.  Each reading suggests a discussion of specific historical and contemporary issues concerning the relationship between religion and society.  

Students will explore, for instance, the obstacles that Kant faced when he tried to realize his Enlightenment ideal of freedom of scholarship, culminating in a prohibition, issued by the King of Prussia, to publish any other treatise on religion in the future.  Today, the Enlightenment ideal of free scholarship still guides academic concepts and practices around the world, which suggests a discussion of current debates in the U.S. and elsewhere about the extent and the limits of academic freedom, especially with respect to religion.  Students might investigate and discuss, for instance, contemporary debates and lawsuits about the teaching of evolution in schools in the United States. 

3 d) How do the written assignments address the general and specific expected learning outcomes above?  

Specifically explain: 
· how students gain significant writing experiences and other related skills involving effective written and oral communication 

· how the course includes opportunities for feedback and revision.  

· how students are encouraged to develop information literacy. 
Students in German 694 will complete a variety of writing assignments that build on and complement each other.  They will also give an oral presentation accompanied by a handout, and prepare and moderate a class discussion on the issues they have introduced.  Students will be provided with specific grading scales for the different assignments in advance and the instructor will meet each student at least three times during the quarter to discuss her or his academic progress. 
• Weekly Short Writing Assignments & Student Responses:

In connection with the readings, students will be asked to complete weekly short assignments of varying design, including reflection papers, position papers, and journal entries.  Each week, one student’s assignment will be circulated to the whole class in advance via Carmen and another student will be asked to write a brief response (in lieu of composing her or his own assignment that week) and to present this response in class. 

These assignments will allow students to test and expand their understanding of the readings and to reflect on them critically.  They will also provide a basis for interactive and productive class discussions.  Finally, weekly writing assignments provide an opportunity to practice writing on a regular basis and, more specifically, they help prepare students for the midterm exam and the individual research paper.  The response papers are meant in particular to increase intellectual exchange among students.  The instructor will provide some instructions on how to write a response.  Students will be asked, for instance, to point out the strengths of their classmates’ assignments, summarize the main points, and to end with productive comments and questions to be discussed by the whole class. 

• Take-home Midterm-Examination

The midterm-exam consists of three essay questions from which students will be 

asked to choose one.  Students will be invited to critically discuss, as well as compare and contrast two of the readings from a specific point of view, on the background of the weekly written assignments, response papers, class discussions, student-centered activities, oral presentations, and lectures. 

The midterm exam will enable students to focus as well as intensify their intellectual engagement with the readings.  They will practice synthesizing and critically evaluating the main ideas of the chosen two texts, taking into account the respective historical and cultural contexts of the texts as well as their particular discipline. 

• Individual Research Paper

The individual research paper will build on the students’ oral presentations, unless a student finds that her or his topic is not workable.  Students will be asked to present and explain the main ideas of one of the readings and to critically explore its applicability and/or relevance for a select contemporary discussion about the relationship between religion and society, using a select number of sources from pertinent secondary literature. Students will compose an abstract of their paper, which will be discussed with the instructor and revised in accordance with the suggestions agreed upon in this discussion.  Previous assignments (written assignments, response papers, and oral presentations) can be used as resources, in accordance with the Composition Policy. 

Writing a research paper will enable students to creatively explore the readings’ applicability to contemporary issues and to develop a research topic of their own interest.  The assignment will also provide students with an opportunity to practice developing and supporting a thesis.  Furthermore, it will enhance their ability to employ relevant research techniques, including the composition and revision of an abstract, finding useful sources and evaluating them critically, as well as citing them correctly and productively.  
• Oral Presentation and Handout

Each week, one or two students will give a 15-minute oral presentation respectively.  Presentations will take place on day 2 of each week and begin in the second week of classes.  Students will be asked to introduce the class into a contemporary topic related to the week’s reading assignment, as well as prepare questions for and moderate a brief subsequent discussion.  The instructor will suggest a list of presentation topics and materials from which students are encouraged to choose.  Students may also select their own topics and add other materials, in cooperation with the instructor.  Students will also be asked to compose and provide a 1- to 2-page handout that summarizes the main points of their presentation and, if applicable, lists crucial evidence such as statistics and illustrations.  Ideally, the presentation will provide the basis for the individual research paper.  However, students may select a different topic if they find that they cannot turn the subject of their presentation into a research paper in a productive manner. 

The aim of the oral presentations is to test and apply the religious and social concepts developed in the readings to issues of contemporary concern.  Furthermore, they will provide students with the opportunity to practice how to orally present a topic in a succinct and clear manner, to compose an informative handout, and to prepare and moderate a class discussion.  Finally, they will allow students to begin working on the topic of their research paper and to test some of their first ideas in the classroom.   

3 e) How will students sharpen communication skills through the preparation of essay exams and papers and through participation in discussions in this course?  

All written and oral assignments in this course (described above), as well as class discussions and student-centered activities will contribute to enhancing students’ communication skills.  Composing response papers, giving oral presentations and moderating the ensuing discussions, as well as performing student-centered activities and role play will be especially helpful in encouraging student interaction.  The latter two activities are described below.  

• Student-Centered Activities and Role Play

The instructor plans to integrate some informal student-centered activities and role play into class meetings in order to further increase students’ intellectual exchange and to intensify their engagement with the questions and issues raised in the readings and in class.  

One of the student-centered activities might consist of small-groups writing reviews of Herzl’s controversial novel Old New Land from contrasting viewpoints, which will then be read aloud and discussed in class.  In a role play, students could develop and perform a conversation between a devout religious student and a radically secular student about the question of whether students and/or teachers should be allowed to proselytize in school or at a university by distributing promotional materials.  

3 f) How does the course aim to sharpen students’ response, judgment, and evaluation skills? 


The various components of the course (weekly written assignments, midterm exam and final research paper, oral presentations, class discussions, student-centered activities, lectures, and guest lectures) will all help to sharpen students’ response, judgment, and evaluation skills as well.  The instructor will seek to further enhance those skills by providing students with ample feedback and support.   Students will be asked to evaluate and judge the main theses and arguments of the course materials, from a variety of perspectives and with a critical awareness of their own preconceptions.  By exploring different points of views on contentious issues that might not allow for easy solutions, students will not only discuss, but themselves develop, in the classroom, relationships between religion and society, that are critical and respectful at the same time.

4) Course assessment plan that is designed to show how the course achieves its expected learning outcomes over time (rather than how individual student grades will be assessed.)
The instructor will establish a course portfolio that contains representative samples of graded student work selected from each administration of the course. The work samples for two students in each class will be selected from the upper and lower ranges of performance of the group and identifying information will be removed.  The development of student performance with respect to the seven GEC Expected Learning Outcomes (one repeats itself and will not be measured separately) will be assessed by comparing the midterm exams with the final research paper and recording progress on a checklist.  The sampled work and checklists, along with the course syllabus will provide a basis for tracking the development of the course over time.  The goal is to ensure that both the expectations for the course and students’ achievements stay approximately the same (or increase, in the case of students’ achievements) each time the course is taught.

The collected assessment measures will be reviewed at the end of each quarter the class is taught by the instructor as well as by the Undergraduate Studies Chair.  Learning outcomes that are not meeting the expressed criteria will be re-evaluated, resulting in either a change in assignment format, increased instructional time on that topic(s), or additional or different readings.
5) Course syllabus   (Please see ASC Syllabus Template in section IV.A.) 
A course syllabus is attached, as well as a sample grading scale for the research paper. 
6) Sample assignments and examinations (optional) 
One sample homework assignment and two sample midterm exam questions are attached. 
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